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HYMN SINGING IN YOUR CHURCH

[In the Bible] hymns were sung regularly by God’s people for inspiration, edification, and expressing praise and adoration to God. For exam-
ple, among the most familiar hymns is the “Song of Moses” (Deuteronomy 32). Other songs include the “Song of Miriam” (Exodus 15), the
Song of Deborah and Barak” (judges 5), the “Last words of David” (2Samuel 23), the Song of Hannah” (1 Samuel 2), the “Song of Zacha-
rias” (Luke 1:68-79), the “Song of Mary” (Luke 1:46-55), the “Song of Simeon” (Luke 2;29-32. There are many more.

There has been a trend for some time of replacing hymns with praise songs and choruses. These replacements tend to be musically and tex-
tually repetitive. While hymns may be just as emotional as choruses, they are so because of the depth of the text; in contrast, choruses tend
to be emotional at the expense of depth. The hymn’s particular balance between reason and emotion makes it unsurpassed as a vehicle for
praise, admonition, inspiration, adoration, exhortation, education, and narration.

One key to making hymn singing come alive in your church is familiarizing people with them. The following is a list of suggested practical

helps for this purpose.
®  Make a general long-range plan, asking the question: “What do we, as a church, need to be doing hymn-wise, five years from now?”

Make a specific one-year plan. Include the hymns you wish to use and the exact method of introducing, learning and retaining them. It is
better to know five hymns well than twenty-five perfunctorily (carelessly).

Choose hymns first on the basis of the text. Use those which are theologically rich, and avoid those which are weak, trite, or doctrinally

unsound.

Ask the pastor to integrate the biblical/ theological material of hymn texts in sermons and meditations, identifying by name any hymn
which is used.

Circulate articles about the new hymns in your church newsletter and bulletins when appropriate, perhaps printing the text in poetic
format without music.

Try to introduce the new hymn over a period of weeks before actually asking the congregation to sing it. For instance, it could be used
as a part of the prelude, offertory or postlude.

If you have a church choir, they could sing a stanza as an opening acclamation, introit, call to worship, call to prayer or benediction.
The hymn could be sung as a solo.
It might be played as an instrumental solo for a prelude or an offertory.

If the hymn as a refrain (such as “For the Beauty of the Earth,”) the congregation could sing the refrain and the choir (or soloist) could
sing the stanzas. Staggering the amount of new material given the congregation at any one time is helpful, especially in the introductory
stage.

After the introductory time, when the congregation is ready to sing the hymn, keep the tempo as brisk as the particular hymn will allow.
The accompanists should play the hymn all the way through once as the introduction.

The choir should sing the tune in unison on all stanzas.

(Accompanists and choir should be well rehearsed.)

Pitch the hymn in a practical singing range.

Make it a practice to sing all stanzas. The poetic thought will be incomplete if some are left out.
Encourage the congregation to sing, but do not make a fuss over the hymn’s being “new.”

Use the hymn as often as possible especially during the first six months. Subsequent repetitions of the hymn may become more festive.
The use of part singing, choral and instrumental descants, certain stanzas sung a cappella will add to the new experience. Occasionally

plan an entire service as a hymn festival. Such an endeavor is a wonderful way to experience the theological, biblical, and musical rich-
ness found in our Christian heritage.

These ideas were found in Calvin Johansson’s book, Discipling Music Ministry




SUMMER NEWS

PAGE 3

THE MUSIC SEMINAR

“Music’s Role in Character

Building” This subject as the
foundation for the seminar.
We will discuss the effects of
music and answer the ques-
tion, “Is music amoral?”

Do you desire your chil-
dren to make wise choices in
life? Have you found inspir-
ing principles from God’s
Word to help avoid wrong
choices? The message

“Teaching Standards and De-

veloping Convictions” pro-

vides practical help for train-
ing your family in every area

of life, including the area of
music.

“Where Do We Draw the
Line?.” This two-part message

will give valuable tools and
tests to help make your own
decisions about music.

The seminar ends with a
sacred music program: songs
from the heart, for the family,
for the home. We pray you
will hear in the music the
song of Moses: "The Lord is
my strength and song; and
He is become my salvation."

FAMILY CAMP

If you have been to any of our
meetings you may recall our
mentioning the blessings we

have received at “Family Camp.’

What is so special about Family

Camp? It is different from any
other campmeeting you have
attended! A first-time visitor
comented, “There are no chil-
dren’s meetings, yet the chil-
dren seem content to listen to
the main meeting. I don’t see

bored young people hanging out

together.” That’s right! Even
the little children enjoy the

messages from families to
families. It is also a great
opportunity to meet other
families striving to walk
with God.

If you have never been to a
family campmeeting you
should plan to attend one this
year! You will never be the
same. For information on
the location and times for
your family camp please visit
www.empoweredlivingminis
tries.org or www.-
restoration—international.org.

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

Hello! I was at most of your
Church
today, and I just want to thank-

Seminar at the

you for the work you do, and for
your insightful and well-
prepared presentations. The
Lord is definitely using you in
this extremely necessary and
timely ministry. ~ The informa-
tion you shared touched my
heart and made me once-again
stop and rethink how I am touch-
ing the lives of my students. Am
1 teaching according to His will?
Am I compromising with the
music I choose? Does the music
we are singing draw them closer
to the Lord? Is it a prayer to
Him when they sing the songs |
teach them on the playground?
Thank-you for giving me a new
shot of energy and conviction.
And thank-you for sharing with
our community. J—California

We are really enjoying our
books! Your seminar has en-
couraged us to go higher in our
music standards and our son is
willing to go higher also, praise
God! Please do not stop sharing
the wonderful information the
Lord has placed in your hands.
V— California

I enjoyed your seminar! Iap-
preciate the spirit of your pres-
entations. Ihave heard messages
on music before but the manner
in which you present it makes it
casier to accept! A— California

One day last week, my 4-yr old
son was humming a certain song.
I hadn't yet tuned in to what he
was humming, and then my 20
1/2 month old daughter (just
learning to talk) pipes up "BaBa
Oh." I heard her and tried to
interpret, asking her what she
had said. She repeated, "BaBa
Oh." And then I heard what
James was humming — He has
learned it from your newest CD
The Christian's Hope. It's called I
Saw One Weary (page 371 of the
OLD SDA hymnal). The final
phrase is "The Blessed Hope."
Now, whenever we sing it, we
pause to hear the little "BaBa
Oh." It's become more clear in
the last week. Now it's more
like "BaBat Ho." We love listen-
ing to all of your CDs. It is mu-
sic even the youngest in the fam-
ily can learn and enjoy. We
enjoy learning the songs and
sharing them, also!

N—California

MINISTRY NEEDS

Moses’ Song Ministries
has an urgent need for a
new recording system. At
present our ability to re-
cord CDs is at a standstill.
During the time we re-
corded The Christian’s Hope
and Knowing the Time CDs
we had serious problems
with our recording equip-
ment. We prayed, asking
the Lord to get us through
the projects, and as you
know, we gratefully com-
pleted them. But we must
replace the equipment.

We have been researching
the options and are looking
at an investment of $5,000
for recording equipment
and sound proofing im-
provement. If you have
been blessed by the music
that you have heard thus
far, please consider allow-
ing God to use you to help

us meet this need.

The need for support con-
tinues month by month
with the ongoing ministry
operating expenses. This
ministry is supported solely
by donations and the sale of
The Mes-
sage of the Music Seminar is

our materials.

presented on a donation
basis.  If you believe in
what Moses’ Song Minis-
tries is doing, please
prayerfully consider helping
us financially. All gifts are
tax-deductible. We ask for
your continued prayers, as

you are in ours!
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When the Roll
Is Called Up Yonder

A poorly clad fourteen-year-old girl,
Bessie, the child of a drunkard, was sitting on
the broken-down steps of a broken-down
house in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Profes-
sor James Black (1856-1938), a Sunday-
school teacher, saw her there and asked,
“Would you like to come to our Sunday
school?” She replied, “Yes, I would like to go
but...” Black answered, “I understand.”

The next day he sent a parcel of clothing to
the young girl, including a dress and new

shoes. Bessie came that week and attended

Sunday school faithfully for many weeks. As
president of the youth society Black would call
the names of the members who answered the
roll call by repeating Scripture texts. He al-
ways looked forward to Bessie answering to
her name when the roll was called. But one
Sunday there was no response to Bessie’s
name. Thinking perhaps she had not heard,
Black called her name a second time. Still
there was no answer. He soon learned that
Bessic had been suddenly taken ill and doctors
held little hope for her. As he went home that
day in 1893 the thought came to him that per-
haps Bessie may never answer again. Professor
Black was a pianist and a published poet of
note. Remembering Bessie, words started to

SUMMER SCHEDULE

May 27-30 Northwest Convocation, Rufus,
OR

June 2-6 Restoration International Family
Camp, Loon Lake, WA

June 11-13 Dawson Creek, BC (Seminar)
For information call (250) 789-3168

June 18, 19 Eurcka, MT (Seminar) For in-
formation call (406) 889-3946

June 22-27 Modern Manna’s Lodi Grape
Festival, Lodi CA

June 30-July 4 Empowered Living Family
Camp, Hood River, OR

July 13-17 North Idaho Campmeeting, Bon-
ners Ferry, ID

August 28 Clark Fork, ID (Seminar) For
information call (406) 847-2078

September 18 Farmington SDA Church, WA

September 25 Stateline SDA Church College
Place, WA For information (509) 386-8510

Updates to our schedule will be posted on
our website: www.MosesSong.org.

Please share this website with your friends
and loved ones!

Moo

Derrol and Cindy Sawyer
P.O. Box 1976
Bonners Ferry, Idaho 83805
Phone (208) 267-6109

“THE LORD IS MY STRENGTH AND SONG;
AND HE IS BECOME MY SALVATION."
Exopus 15:2

flow through his mind about another roll
call. He wrote them down, sat at the piano
and composed the music, and this famous
hymn was born. Black said that it all was
written in about a half hour and he never
Changed a single word or note of what

came to him in those minutes.

In just ten days Bessie died of pneumonia.
The words that Black wrote before she
[died] have spoken to many hearts through
the years. It challenges each of us to be
ready [for] when the “roll is called up yon-

»

er.

When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound, and
time shall be no more,
And the morning breaks, eternal, bright and fair;

When the saved of earth shall gather
over on the other shore,

And the roll is called up yonder, I'll be there.

On that bright and cloudless morning
when the dead in Christ shall rise,
And the glory of His resurrection share,

When His chosen ones shall gather
to their home beyond the skies;
and the roll is called up yonder, I'll be there.

Let us labor for the Master
from the dawn till setting sun,
Let us tell of all His wondrous love and care;
Then, when all of life is over,
and our work on earth is done,

and the roll is called up yonder, we’ll be there.

Taken from Songs in the Night by
Henry Gariepy—see our book list
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